
 

August 20, 2021 

Hello Greenspire Community - 

As we begin the 2021-2022 school year, the pandemic s>ll con>nues in our community, region, state and na>on.  Our state 
government and state board of educa>on has decided to leave the decision whether to mask or not up to local districts, 
schools, and public academies.  Last year, upon the advice of legal counsel, our masking policy became part of our school’s 
dress code found in our Student and Parent/Guardian Handbooks: h"ps://greenspireschool.org/toolbox/. 

As a result, The Greenspire School will operate under the following protocols: 

Middle School: We have an en>re grade that is not yet eligible to receive the vaccine.  Un>l that occurs and those under 12 are 
eligible to receive the vaccine, masks will be required of all faculty/staff, students, and visitors inside of the school building, no 
maOer of vaccina>on status.  Upon the advice of health officials, masks will not be required of students or faculty/staff 
outside.   

High School: The new high school has a unique situa>on since it operates on the Northwestern Michigan College (NMC) 
campus at the University Center.  As a result, we must operate under their approved protocols.  Just last week, the college 
reinstated the masking requirement of all individuals, both faculty/staff, students, and visitors inside the school building.  All 
Greenspire faculty/staff, students, and visitors will be required to wear a mask inside.  Masks will not be required of students 
or faculty/staff outside.   

For the >me being, both schools will have consistent policies regarding masks.  If you would like your child to wear a mask 
when outside, that is your individual family decision.  The faculty/staff of both schools will not monitor mask wearing while 
students are outside at either school as it is up to each individual family to make their choice for their child(ren).  Please have a 
conversaAon with your child before coming to school each day regarding your chosen preference when outside.   

This decision to require masks inside supports local and regional health guidance, MDHHS guidance, and CDC guidance.  
Under current guidelines, masking inside will allow us to con>nue in-person learning and minimize any quaran>ne of students 
as result of school exposure.  Not masking indoors, will almost certainly jeopardize in-person learning due to a posi>ve school 
case and poten>ally require mul>ple individuals to quaran>ne at home.  Larger school districts across the country that started 
school earlier in August without masking, have already found that out the hard way.  Simply put, we value in-person learning 
at Greenspire enough to mask-up for the >me being.   

As most of you know, The Greenspire School did not have a single posi>ve school-related COVID-19 case last year and that was 
due to your coopera>on, adaptability, and commitment to our mission and vision.  The great thing about Greenspire is that 
students are o^en outside and students will not be in masks for more than about two hours at a >me during the school day.  

Over the next few weeks and months, we will con>nue to monitor the situa>on.  We hope to li^ our masking requirement at 
the middle school soon a^er condi>ons improve and those under 12 are eligible to receive the vaccine and a^er their required 
wai>ng period.  We will con>nue to work with our partners at NMC regarding their future protocols for the high school.   

Thank you again for your coopera>on and support of the health and safety of our Greenspire community.  

Sincerely, 

Robert Walker, EdD 
Superintendent & Head of School - Middle School

office@greenspireschool.org        1026 Red Drive Traverse City, Michigan  49684              231.421.5905
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